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2006 Trees to Salute Stars of Texas History
Cities and chambers of commerce in the Houston port region will add thousands of new trees as part of a campaign to help visitors re-discover important points of Texas history in the port region’s economic development area.  A tree-planting ceremony to be held under the lone star of San Jacinto monument kicks off a long-term campaign to enhance the region’s image and lure visitors back to re-discover forgotten historical gems found only in the region southeast of Houston.  

A large native-Texas bald cypress tree will be planted in the shadow of the monument star as the focal point of 4,106 trees being planted in the region in 2006.  Each of the 14 cities and 10 chambers in the Houston port region collected native trees, planned and prepared locations for volunteers to plant more than 1,200 trees on February 18, and several hundred more throughout the year.  The Alliance has designed a unique reward to entice community members to participate in the tree planting.
(more)

Dedicate a tree in honor of your family (page 2)

“Residents can memorialize their families and at the same time help improve the image and quality of life in our region by planting a tree in honor of a loved one,” says Jimmy Burke, chairman of the Economic Alliance board.  Names of families, the type of native Texas tree and location will be listed on an historical registry that will be displayed in Harris County Precinct 2 during 2006 and then permanently stored in the San Jacinto monument museum.   Residents can get information regarding the memorial tree planting by emailing the Economic Alliance at trees@allianceportregion.com   People outside of the region can join in by making arrangements to plant trees in public areas within the region, such as parks and schools, according to Burke.

“Keep your eye on the rising star in the East,” urges Burke as he gazes toward the 570-foot monument’s crown-jewel, a 220-ton lone star that points the way to the region.  “These 4,106 trees add to our aesthetics, but are only the tip of a plan to reclaim our place in Texas history and draw visitors back to our communities.”

Burke grew up in the shadow of the monument’s star and can remember family picnics in Battleground Park, contests and big-band dances at Sylvan Beach, crowds of visitors at rail stations in San Jacinto and Pasadena.

“From the Battle of San Jacinto to the playground of early Houstonians, the Houston Port Region is steeped in history important to the development of Texas and Houston,” Burke says.  “Our region welcomes old-timers and new-comers alike to come and re-discover the gems and charm of the great golden plains of the Southeast region.”

“This monument and lone star stand guard over the battleground that gave Texas her independence,” says Sylvia Garcia, Commissioner of Harris County Precinct 2 

(more)

Important Texas trails cross port region (page 3)
and Honorary Chair of the tree planting program. “The refining and chemical industry in it’s 

shadow today serves as an economic lifeline for our region, America and the world.  In between that brash beginning of Texas and the bold technology of today you find other trails of history in precinct 2 – El Camino Real and Kings Highway in north channel, the Battleship Texas, and the oil fields of Goose Creek, to name just a few.”

“You do not want to forget Pearland on the southern edge of the Economic Alliance region,” offers Mayor Tom Reid.  “Steven F. Austin, the father of Texas, first settled in Brazoria County.  We expect to complete a museum and visitor center honoring Stephen F. Austin this year.”  Pearland is participating in the tree planting with landscaping along newly developed boulevards being constructed to handle the economic boom and growing population of Pearland.

 “This is just one way that this region is banding together to create a better quality of life,” says Gina Manlove of John Manlove Marketing and Communication. Manlove leads the Economic Alliance’s quality of life task force.

“We are experiencing economic growth because of our pro-business environment combined with our focus on quality of life,” says Jan Lawler, President and CEO of the Economic Alliance Houston Port Region.  Cities in the region include La Porte, Shoreacres, Morgan’s Point, Pasadena, South Houston, Deer Park, Seabrook, Pearland, Galena Park, and Jacinto City, as well as communities of Channelview, South Belt - Ellington and North Shore.

“Working collaboratively among entities helped bring about this beautification project and assists in bringing both commerce and tourism to this region,” says Lawler.  “The Alliance partners regularly with its cities and chambers of commerce to achieve our 
(more)
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goals – economic growth, quality of life and emerging tourism.” 

North Channel Area Chamber of Commerce President Wayne Oquin added, “After the idea emerged in the Alliance quality of life task force, immediately the community leadership of our North Shore Rotary and North Channel Area Foundation raised $25,000 as a show of our commitment from the citizens in northern portion of Harris County Precinct Two.  We encourage others to join the cause; a greener place is appealing not only to citizens, but to businesses.”

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department’s Russ Kuykendall, Park Manager for San Jacinto Park, worked with the Alliance quality of life task force to carefully facilitate the selection of the site for the ceremonial tree to align with the master plan that has been under development for the park over the past seven years.  “We were pleased to assist; and anticipate the momentum from this initiative to attract more visitors to enjoy the park and explore the San Jacinto monument and museum and the Battleship Texas.” 
The kick off tree planting ceremony at the monument will take place Saturday, February 18 at 10 a.m. across from the San Jacinto monument and will feature Commissioner Garcia, mayors of the 14 cities, presidents from 10 chambers, Economic Alliance chairman Burke, and other elected and appointed officials.  Plans, including times, locations, numbers of trees and volunteers for each city’s tree planting can be obtained by emailing trees@allianceportregion.com.  The February 18th tree planting event will culminate with a celebratory lunch at the North Shore Rotary Pavilion, 14350 Wallisville Road in North Shore, starting at noon.  The lunch is provided by Gringo’s Mexican Kitchen of La Porte and The Coca-Cola Company.

###
Sponsors of the tree planting activity are:

Lone Star - $25,000 contribution or in-kind service
North Shore Rotary Club

North Channel Area Foundation

Silver Star - $5,000 contribution or in-kind service
Gringo’s Mexican Kitchen

Harris County Precinct 2

Wal Mart – Deer Park

Bronze Star - $2,500 contribution or in-kind service
Lyondell Chemical

Chevron Phillips

The Coca-Cola Company

Rohm and Hass Texas

Lyondell-Citgo

Texas Parks and Wildlife

