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Economic Alliance Houston Port Region Fills New Role Of Project/Development Director With Paula DiValerio – MBA/Engineer/Software Developer.

Cities and chambers of commerce in the Houston port region will see their economic development services from the Alliance (Economic Alliance Houston Port Region) expand as executive Paula DiValerio joins forces with the Alliance as the Project/Development Director.  In this role, DiValerio will manage economic development projects, specifically facilitating efforts to bring companies’ capital investments and jobs to the 15 communities served by the Alliance.
DiValerio’s background in the petrochemical/manufacturing and technical engineering fields compliments the economic profile of the port region’s communities.  Upon graduation from University of Florida with a B.S., Engineering Degree, DiValerio moved to Texas to work for Amoco Oil.  This early experience from 1977 – 1987 at the Amoco Refinery in Texas City instilled a keen knowledge of manufacturing plant operations to management, specifically ranging from project engineer, operations engineer, economics and scheduling engineer, to accounting manager.  DiValerio designed and implemented million dollar projects; utilized linear programming to determine project splits in processing units; and balanced inventory and production for multiple units.  While overseeing pipeline operation and oils movements in the tank farms; she also trained hourly operators to blend gasoline products.

From 1990 to 2005, DiValerio moved into the technical field of software project design, after completing her M.B.A. and M.S. in Computer Science at University of Houston at Clear Lake.  She launched her software engineer career in software development at IBM.  During this time, she also expanded her knowledge of various industries, including healthcare and the space industry by developing and maintaining numerous applications, while resolving field problems quickly to minimize disruption to customer operations.

In 2002, DiValerio was hired by United Space Alliance to coordinate responsibilities of the development group for the Cockpit Avionics Upgrade with United Space Alliance.  Her project management skills were utilized to assess resource availability, planning and scheduling workload, communication between groups, evaluation of project risks and definition and implementation of mitigation strategies to achieve goals.  DiValerio built a strong reputation for reacting promptly to facilitate customer satisfaction through positive communication skills and innovative problem solving.

Alliance Chairman of the Board Jimmy Burke said, “The board of directors welcomes Paula DiValerio as she joins forces with the Alliance.  Her professional credentials are impeccable.  I am proud to announce this to our Alliance members, communities and chamber of commerce.”

Deer Park City Councilman Thane Harrison said, “A little over two years ago, our region’s leaders rejuvenated our commitment to economic development.  By bringing this additional technical strength to the Alliance, I feel we have firmly brought our organization’s strengths to a best practice level.”

“I salute the leaders of the Alliance for working diligently over the past two years to continuously build their professional resources.  Since becoming county commissioner, I have focused on building strong economic development programs and initiatives for Precinct 2.  I am pleased that our petrochemical industries can rely upon the Alliance, which is well-equipped to facilitate manufacturing expansions and retention along the ship channel.  This is critical to my constituents.  According to a recent economic study, approximately a quarter million jobs are provided by Precinct 2 industries along the ship channel for Harris County citizens.  Paula DiValerio’s project experience is a perfect fit for helping us retain industry jobs for Precinct 2 citizens,” responded Harris County Precinct 2 Commissioner Sylvia R. Garcia.

Alliance President/CEO Jan Lawler, also noted, “We are extremely pleased to attract talent such as Paula DiValerio, a clear indication, in my opinion, of the success of our committed Board of Directors over the last two years.  Our board strength comes from the knowledge and influence of our region, including mayors; city council from 12 area chambers of commerce; Port of Houston Authority commissioners and executive staff; business executives of dozens of private companies; and the elected officials and economic and community development experts from Harris County.  Collectively, our Alliance board is the rich center of awareness of the economic needs/issues of our communities and this expertise has championed the Alliance to new levels of best practice capability.”

The Economic Alliance provides economic development services and is funded by 12 chambers of commerce; Harris County; the Port of Houston Authority; private sector members; the cities of La Porte, Shoreacres, Morgan’s Point, Pasadena, South Houston, Deer Park, Seabrook, Pearland, Galena Park, Baytown and Jacinto City; as well as communities of Channelview, Sheldon, South Belt-Ellington and North Shore.  Since early 2004 until the current time, the Alliance has helped bring more than 200 jobs and nearly 100 million dollars of capital investment to the area.  For more information about the economic development services or to find out how your company can become a member contact CEO Jan Lawler at 832-864-4020. 
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