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The Economic Alliance of the Houston Port Region Grows Business Development Services by Hiring Marie McDermott, C. E. D. 

The board of directors and civic leaders of the smaller communities near or surrounding the port region are pleased to announce the expansion of economic development services through the addition of a Business Development Director role.  As of August 1st, coming onboard to head business development and fill the new management position is long-time economic development expert Marie McDermott.  In her role, McDermott will proactively recruit and manage business development and retention prospects, specifically facilitating efforts to bring companies’ capital investments and jobs to the 15 community areas served by the Economic Alliance.  
McDermott comes to the Economic Alliance with a Bachelor’s Degree in Business Administration from the University of Texas at Austin.  She is a graduate of the Economic Development Institute in Oklahoma and has received her Certified Economic Development distinction.  McDermott’s background in economic development is extensive.  She leaves the Harlingen Area Chamber of Commerce as its President & CEO, were she coordinated the Development Corporation of Harlingen, to come to the Economic Alliance Houston Port Region group.  
No stranger to the greater Houston region, McDermott served as Vice President for Recruitment for the Bay Area Houston Economic Partnership in the NASA area from 2002 to 2005.  During that time she received a NASA award for work on the Project NASA Shared Services.  
Well-known throughout the State of Texas, McDermott served as Chairman of the Texas Economic Development Council in 2005 and has served on numerous leadership committees for that organization.  She is an advisory board member to the Texas Extention of Basic Economic Development Course and a member of the International Economic Development Council.

Alliance Chairman of the Board Jim Gilbert said, “On behalf of the board of directors, we welcome Marie McDermott as she joins forces with the Alliance.  Her expertise is wide-ranged and highly-respected.  I am proud to announce this to our Alliance members, communities and chamber of commerce.”

La Porte Councilman Barry Beasley of AT& T who is a member of the Economic Alliance Executive Board and part of the Executive Search Team said, “Marie’s education and background credentials are impeccable.  We are pleased that she has joined our organization.”
David Turkel, Director for Harris County Department of Community and Economic Development said, “I congratulate the leaders of the Economic Alliance Houston Port Region for bringing Marie McDermott into their organization. This is a positive move that will enhance the economic development strategies of the Economic Alliance Houston Port Region.  Marie knows our region and is extremely capable in her field.” 

John Cook, Economic Development Manager at CenterPoint Energy said, “I am very excited about being able to work directly with Marie again.  She has been an important leader in the Economic Development profession in Texas for many years and will add significant value to the Alliance, as well as to the entire region.”

 Economic Alliance President/CEO Jan Lawler concluded, “We are extremely pleased to attract expertise such as Marie McDermott.  This implements our five year strategic goal for the current year of 2007.  In 2006, we added IT, website and engineering project management talent through Paula DiValerio; now we have filled our business development leadership role with Marie McDermott. Our continued implementation of our strategic plan points to the committed strength and vision of our Board of Directors of the Economic Alliance Houston Port Region.”
The Economic Alliance provides economic development services and is funded by 12 chambers of commerce; Harris County; the Port of Houston Authority; private sector members; the cities of La Porte, Shoreacres, Morgan’s Point, Pasadena, South Houston, Deer Park, Seabrook, Pearland, Galena Park, Baytown and Jacinto City; as well as communities of Channelview, Sheldon, South Belt-Ellington and North Shore.  Since early 2004 until the current time, the Economic Alliance has helped bring more than 300 direct jobs and nearly 100 million dollars of capital investment to the area.  The Economic Alliance Houston Port Region is also know for its quality of life urban revitalization master plan, named Project Stars, which has been championed by mayors of the port region and Harris County Precinct 2 Commissioner Sylvia R. Garcia.  For more information about the economic development services or to find out how your company can become a member of the Economic Alliance, contact CEO Jan Lawler at 281-867-1112. 
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