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281.867.1112 ext.12
Small Business Development Center Opens New Satellite Office with Economic Alliance in La Porte 

With the opening of a new 5000 square foot office in La Porte by the Economic Alliance Houston Port Region, the San Jacinto College’s Small Business Development Center identified a great opportunity to locate a satellite office in the same building that will more easily serve small businesses of La Porte, Morgan’s Point, Shoreacres and Seabrook.  Currently, the San Jacinto College Small Business Development Center (SJC SBDC), which is sponsored by both San Jacinto College District and the University of Houston Small Business Development Center Network, has an office in the North Shore, Pearland, Clear Lake and the Pasadena/Deer Park areas.  
“Houston ship channel small businesses will now have even more access to professional business consultants offered through the well respected programs of SBDC,” stated Jan Lawler, president/CEO of the Economic Alliance, an economic development non-profit entity which is funded by the ship channel communities. “We could not be more pleased.”
Michael Moore, Director for the SJC SBDC program stated, “After touring the Economic Alliance offices in La Porte, we were extremely impressed with the resources.  We immediately began work to line out the agreement with the Economic Alliance whose office facilities offer professional and private conference areas, computer and copying stations, and even WIFI capabilities.”
SJC SBDC offers free professional business consulting, affordable workshops, SBA loan assistance, procurement assistance and international trade assistance.  “Whether you’re just starting out, experiencing your first growing pains, or wanting to take your business to the next level; you can obtain vital business information, education and assistance through the San Jacinto College Small Business Development Center,” continued Moore.  

Deborah Bassett who is the SJC SBDC consultant who will work at the new satellite location said, “We help our clients develop strategies, attract customers, increase sales and improve productivity and profitability.  Now we will utilize resources of the Economic Alliance including demographic and statistical analysis and reports.” 
Denise Taylor, president of Cayenne’s Restaurant located in the North Shore community is just one of hundreds of small business owners in the Houston Port Region who has outstanding remarks after seeking guidance from SJC SBDC.  She said, “Our SBDC consultant has been invaluable in our rapid growth and development as a fast casual eatery.  He was with us before we opened our first and second sites.” 
Harris County Precinct 2 Commissioner Sylvia Garcia added, “I always say that Partnerships produce results!  A partnership of San Jacinto College District, the Small Business Development Center and the Economic Alliance is destined to bring great results for Precinct 2 small business.”
Business owners may begin setting up consulting appointments at the La Porte site in mid September and are asked to call SJC SBDC at 281-485-5214 to identify an open appointment slot that fits with their small business scheduling demands.  

The Economic Alliance provides economic development services and is funded by 12 chambers of commerce; Harris County; the Port of Houston Authority; private sector members; the cities of La Porte, Shoreacres, Morgan’s Point, Pasadena, South Houston, Deer Park, Baytown, Seabrook, Pearland, Galena Park, Baytown and Jacinto City; as well as communities of Channelview, Sheldon, South Belt-Ellington and North Shore.  Since early 2004 until the current time, the Economic Alliance has helped bring approximately 100 million dollars of capital investment to the area.  The Economic Alliance Houston Port Region is also known for its quality of life urban revitalization master plan, named Project Stars, which has been championed by mayors of the port region and Harris County Precinct 2 Commissioner Sylvia R. Garcia.  For more information about the economic development services or to find out how your company can become a member of the Economic Alliance, contact CEO Jan Lawler at 281-867-1112 or go to its website www.allianceportregion.com.
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