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Follow the Star! Commissioner Sylvia Garcia works with Economic Alliance to Enhance Image and Corridors in south east Harris County while Saluting Texas Heritage

Project Stars, an economic development initiative being managed by the Economic Alliance Port Houston Region, will receive its first major infusion of funds this week when Harris County Commissioner Sylvia R. Garcia, who was instrumental in developing the concept, donates the proceeds from her annual fundraiser to the project.

            Jimmy Burke, Alliance chairman of the Board, said, “it is extraordinary that an elected official would donate funds normally earmarked for political purposes to a community need.  Commissioner Garcia has shown remarkable leadership by putting her money where – in this case – her vision is.”

            That vision, according to Alliance CEO Jan Lawler, includes “creating a museum without walls along the main corridors of East Harris County, using our unique heritage to improve aesthetics and enhance our economic development efforts.”

            Project Stars evolved from an Alliance study presented and adopted as a long-term product at Commissioner Garcia’s Economic Development Summits.  Other elements of the plan have been included in her Parks Master Plan for Precinct Two.  The Alliance – an economic development organization funded by its membership of area cities, chambers and businesses – was chosen to spearhead the efforts to make the project a reality.

            The plan called for the creation of the San Jacinto Texas Historic District, which was recently accomplished with its designation as the newest such District in Texas.  The numerous cities and chambers of commerce within the East Harris County district will now be asked to adopt common standard practices along major corridors to enhance the aesthetic appeal of the area.

            

            Among the creative features to be utilized is a concept known as Epic Art, where large murals will be applied to petroleum storage tanks prevalent in the District.  Additionally, communities and Precinct Two will erect over two dozen “monumental” Stars unique to their particular role in the area’s history.  Applications have been made to TxDot for grants for significant visual improvements to the Districts entrances, and for the redevelopment of Battleground and Crosby-Lynchburg Roads as the “Independence Parkway.”

            “We are not embarking on this ambitious journey simply as a beautification project,” Commissioner Garcia said.  “But in honestly assessing our challenges for continued economic development, it was determined that we need to do a better job of bringing together all our vibrant communities as a recognizable area, while improving our collective image.  Capitalizing on our historic legacy to achieve this goal is an obvious strategy.”

            A volunteer task force created by the Alliance will shepherd the plan to reality.  It is led by well known civic leaders Gina Manlove and Wayne Oquin, representing the South and North Channel areas respectively.

            The Thursday evening gala (at the Houston Downtown Hyatt Regency) honors Commissioner Garcia’s 20 years of public service beginning with her tenure as Chief Judge of the Houston Municipal Courts system, followed by her election in 1998 as Houston City Controller.  She was elected Harris County Precinct Two Commissioner in 2002 and is unopposed for reelection.  It is estimated that funds to be donated to Project Stars by Commissioner Garcia from the sold-out event, which normally would go into a campaign account, will exceed $350,000.

END

