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Port Region Mayors Salute Legislators on POW-MIA Day for Saving Battleship TEXAS Heritage 
HOUSTON PORT REGION, September 18, 2009 – In tribute to today’s POW-MIA National Recognition Day, the port region mayors on behalf of their respective communities paid tribute to veterans and their legislators on board the Battleship TEXAS.  

The recognition by members of the Mayors Advisory Council of the Economic Alliance joined Harris County Precinct Two County Commissioner Sylvia R. Garcia and representatives of the Battleship Texas Foundation and Texas Parks and Wildlife to acknowledge legislators who provided tireless efforts to keep the Battleship TEXAS restored at its current location.  Berthed at San Jacinto Battleground State Historic Site since 1948, concerns were repeatedly expressed by the mayors regarding the close calls to the ship’s well-being the last time she was towed for repairs in the 1980’s. Approximately 900,000 people live and work in the sixteen mayoral communities where an overwhelming majority of constituents voiced in their sense of heritage for the grand ship through the years. 
“As mayors we could not think of a better day to thank our legislators for saving the Battleship TEXAS and its heritage than on this national recognition day for prisoners of wars and those missing in action,” said La Porte Mayor Barry Beasley, one of the event organizers. Joining Mayor Beasley in the recognition event (alphabetized by city) were: Baytown Mayor Stephen Don Carlos, Deer Park Mayor Wayne Riddle, Galena Park Mayor Bobby Barrett, Jacinto City Mayor Christopher Diaz, Morgan’s Point Mayor Pat Grimes, Pasadena Mayor Johnny Isbell, Pearland Mayor Tom Reid, Seabrook Mayor Gary Renola, Shoreacres Mayor Jayo Washington, and South Houston Mayor Joe Soto.  
Federal legislators honored included Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison and Senator John Cornyn; and Congressman Ted Poe (2nd District), Congressman Pete Olson (22nd District), Congressman Gene Greene (29th District) in district order. 
Also recognized (district order) were Texas Senators Mario Gallegos (Senate District 6), Senator Mike Jackson (Senate District 11), and Senator John Whitmire (Senate District 15).  
Honored Texas House legislators included (district order): Representative Randy Weber (District 29), Representative Wayne Smith (District 128), Representative John Davis (District 129), Representative Ana Hernandez (District 143), Representative Carol Alvarado (District 145), and Representative Ken Legler (District 144). 


With assistance today from the ship’s custodian stakeholder groups, Texas Parks and Wildlife Department and the Battleship Texas Foundation, elected officials gathered in the Dreadnought Room on the ship, taking time to acknowledge the meaning of the POW-MIA National Day of Recognition.  
“I join these mayors to salute our heroes and also the state and federal elected officials for their gallant efforts to restore the Battleship Texas in the heart of south east Harris County.  We all encourage the public to take time to visit this historical treasure,” Harris County Precinct Two Commissioner Sylvia R. Garcia said. 

More information about the ship and San Jacinto park can be found at websites managed by the Battleship Texas Foundation http://www.battleshiptexas.org, the San Jacinto Museum of History http://www.sanjacinto-museum.org, and Texas Parks and Wildlife Department http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us
The Houston Port Region, consisting of sixteen communities in southeast Harris County, surrounds the 25-mile Houston Ship Channel and is home to one of the world’s most influential energy corridor and trade ports.  Businesses are attracted to the port region’s advantageous tax structure; business-friendly legislative and regulatory climate; strong infrastructure; and vibrant assistance programs for incentives, financing, workforce development, and business site selection.
The Economic Alliance (Houston Port Region) provides economic development services and is funded by 12 chambers of commerce; Harris County; the Port of Houston Authority; private sector members; the cities of La Porte, Shoreacres, Morgan’s Point, Pasadena, South Houston, Deer Park, Baytown, Seabrook, Pearland, Galena Park, Baytown and Jacinto City; as well as communities of Channelview, Sheldon, South Belt-Ellington and North Shore.  Since early 2004 until the current time, the Economic Alliance has helped bring approximately 320 million dollars of capital investment to the area.  Visit www.allianceportregion.com.
Port Region Master Planning: The Economic Alliance Houston Port Region is also known for development of a quality of life urban revitalization master plan, named Project Stars (visit www.sjthc.org) that has been championed Harris County Precinct 2 Commissioner Sylvia R. Garcia and cities of the port region.
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