ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT NEWS

from

ECONOMIC ALLIANCE

HOUSTON PORT REGION

908 West Main Street, La Porte, Texas 77571

Telephone: 281.867.1112     Fax: 281.867.1106

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: August 14, 2008

Contact: Jan Lawler, Economic Alliance President/CEO

281.867.1112 ext. 12

Transportation Task Force To Meet Aug. 21

   The Port Region Transportation Corridor Task Force, sponsored by the Port of Houston Authority and coordinated by the Economic Alliance Houston Port Region, will meet in workshop session at 5 p.m. Thursday, Aug. 21, in the Jacinto City Town Center.

   The meeting will include federal, state, county and local city government leaders, all joining forces to share traffic related insight and concerns that have been addressed by the Task Force since its initial organizational meeting this past March. The Task Force will be facilitated for at least a three-year period. Congressman Nick Lampson will be joining Harris County officials and numerous mayors and council members at the workshop, which is being held immediately prior to the Harris County Mayors and Council Association’s monthly meeting. 

   At the organizational meeting, Task Force members determined that each entity involved shares the need for a port region road infrastructure that is equipped and upgraded on a timely basis to better accommodate increased truck traffic, with the overall easing of traffic congestion better ensuring enhanced quality of life and safety of citizens.

   It was noted that the Task Force is not a governing transportation body, cannot construct infrastructure, and cannot be a provider of mobility systems. Rather, those involved are partnering in order to share knowledge specific to the port region, aiming to first facilitate a consensus in terms of priorities for better transportation access, then to jointly advocate those priorities to the proper governing bodies.

   An agreement between the Port of Houston Authority and the Economic Alliance outlines two major Task Force elements: 1) Development of a Truck Corridor Relief Plan approved by a majority of Task Force representatives, including the Port; and 2) prioritization of the region’s infrastructure needs, followed by the coordination of education efforts with public and policy making entities.

   “The Port of Houston Authority was approached to be a sponsor for this initiative, as a community leader,” said Economic Alliance President/CEO Jan Lawler. “We are pleased that the Port Commissioners are providing their influence and resources to help the communities with this critical issue.”

 As infrastructure policy decisions can extend over several years, a near-term portion of the Task Force plan calls for implementation of transportation corridor aesthetic improvements that will be funded by the Port Authority and managed under the “Project Stars” master plan that will be implemented by Economic Alliance staff. Lawler recently announced the hiring of Chad Burke to the newly created position of Project Director to facilitate this part of the initiative – a position made possible by a donation from the Shell Oil Corporation.

   Communities in the Port Region represented on the Task Force include Baytown, Channelview, Deer Park, Galena Park, Jacinto City, La Porte, Morgan’s Point, Shoreacres, Pearland, Pasadena, Seabrook, Sheldon, South Belt-Ellington, South Houston, the East End and the North Shore area.

   Groups, organizations and other public entities included are the Port of Houston Authority, the East Harris County Manufacturers Association, BAYTRAN, the Houston-Galveston Area Council, Harris County, numerous state and federal officials, and various rail, barge and trucking concerns.

   At the second Task Force organizational meeting, held in April under the direction of Chairman Stephen Don Carlos, mayor of Baytown, the topics of discussion included the region’s heavy truck weight needs, and how those needs can be accommodated with the least negative impact to existing infrastructure, and congestion. 

   The concept of a “dedicated heavy haul lane” – much like the current dedicated HOV lane system – was reviewed, promoting Chairman Don Carlos to note that such ideas would be the focus of subsequent Task Force meetings.

   The Economic Alliance provides economic development services and is funded by 12 chambers of commerce; Harris County; the Port of Houston Authority; private sector members; the cities of La Porte, Shoreacres, Morgan’s Point, Pasadena, South Houston, Deer Park, Baytown, Seabrook, Pearland, Galena Park and Jacinto City; as well as communities of Channelview, Sheldon, South Belt-Ellington and North Shore. Since early 2004 until the current time, the Economic Alliance has helped bring approximately 100 million dollars of capital investment to the area. The Economic Alliance Houston Port Region is also known for its quality of life urban revitalization master plan, named Project Stars, which has been championed by mayors of the port region and Harris County Precinct 2 Commissioner Sylvia R. Garcia.  For more information about the economic development services or to find out how your company can become a member of the Economic Alliance, contact CEO Jan Lawler at 281-867-1112 or go to its website www.allianceportregion.com.
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Pictured are members of the Port Region Transportation Corridor Task Force at their second organizational meeting, held in April at La Porte City Hall.  City mayors attending include La Porte Mayor Alton Porter, Jacinto City Mayor Mike Jackson, Deer Park Mayor Wayne Riddle, Galena Park Mayor Bobby Barrett, Baytown Mayor Stephen Don Carlos, and Morgan’s Point Mayor at the time, Peggy Arisco.
