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San Jacinto Texas Historic District Unveils New Epic Art


The second piece of original artwork commissioned by the San Jacinto Texas Historic District (SJTHD) commemorating events related to the Battle of San Jacinto will be unveiled today.

VOPAK, a petrochemical storage facility in Deer Park, will adorn a chemical storage tank with Epic Art provided by SJTHD depicting activities leading to the Battle of San Jacinto. Vopak North America is a division of Royal Vopak, the world’s largest independent tank terminal operator, specializing in the storage and handling of liquid and gaseous chemical and oil products. 
Wednesday, May 28th at approximately 4:30 p.m. ropes will be pulled at 2759 Battleground Road unveiling a full-color representation of Texas history measuring 30-feet by 90-feet.  

Called DISCOVERY, the artwork represents events on the morning prior to the epic Battle of San Jacinto at which time the Texians “discovered” they had reached the site (near the present-day VOPAK facility) critical to an approaching battle with the Mexican army.      
                                                                 

This $49-thousand mural represents the second work depicting the history of the district in what will eventually become a museum without walls within the San Jacinto Texas Historic District (SJTHD).

  Every aspect of this and future pieces will be historically accurate in terms of the moments in time they represent.  Even the clothing worn by actors in the artwork is historically accurate down to the types of fabric and buttons used during the period.

The unveiling is part of Project Stars, an economic development plan which led to the creation of the District in east Harris County.  The project began in 2004 as part of a series of economic development conferences and research conducted by the Economic Alliance Houston Port Region and Harris County Precinct Two Commissioner Sylvia R. Garcia.

Volunteers representing sixteen communities in the newly formed district in the Houston Port Region have worked to formulate the plan for Project Stars ...  a plan which highlights the history of the region.  A history which begins with native Americans, includes the formation of a new Republic of Texas and continues today with one of the most vibrant and diverse economies in the world.

Plans are already underway for more canvasses on similar tanks and various other structures located on major thoroughfares throughout the SJTHD according to the President and CEO of the Economic Alliance Houston Port Region, Jan Lawler.

A non-profit educational 501c3 has been created to help fund projects such as this one which will spur interest in history, education and community development.

The Economic Alliance provides economic development services and is funded by 12 chambers of commerce; Harris County; the Port of Houston Authority; private sector members; the cities of La Porte, Shoreacres, Morgan’s Point, Pasadena, South Houston, Deer Park, Baytown, Seabrook, Pearland, Galena Park, Baytown and Jacinto City; as well as communities of Channelview, Sheldon, South Belt-Ellington and North Shore.  Since early 2004 until the current time, the Economic Alliance has helped bring approximately 100 million dollars of capital investment to the area.  The Economic Alliance Houston Port Region is also known for its quality of life urban revitalization master plan, named Project Stars, which has been championed by mayors of the port region and Harris County Precinct 2 Commissioner Sylvia R. Garcia.  For more information about the economic development services or to find out how your company can become a member of the Economic Alliance, contact CEO Jan Lawler at 281-867-1112 or go to its website www.allianceportregion.com.
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