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RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF FUNDING THE 
RAIL RELOCATION AND IMPROVEMENT FUND
WHEREAS, the Economic Alliance Houston Port Region strongly supports funding the Texas Rail Relocation and Improvement Fund.

WHEREAS, the Economic Alliance Houston Port Region supports the 80th Texas Legislature to find ways to improve rail infrastructure and mobility as it considers the future of Texas by designating state funds for the Texas Rail and Relocation and Improvement Fund.  By making funds available, State and local entities such as the Gulf Coast Freight Rail District can begin to take appropriate measures to address the issues such as improved freight mobility, at grade rail crossings, and passenger rail improvement.
WHEREAS, the greater Houston area is home to the largest petrochemical complex in the country and tenth largest port in the world.  Efficient rail transportation is crucial to the economic viability of both the port and the petrochemical industry.  Long term economic stability for the petrochemical industry is vital not only for Houston, but also the Texas economy.  

WHEREAS, making funds available to entities such as the Gulf Coast Freight Rail District will help make the necessary improvements to rail infrastructure in the Greater Houston area that will help ensure the stability of local industry as well as having other benefits to the local population.  Because Houston is such a densely populated area, traffic congestion and the safety of citizens is greatly affected by at grade rail crossings.  Making infrastructure improvements to eliminate these crossings will have significant impacts on the environment, traffic flow, and safety of the area.  
WHEREAS, the Economic Alliance realizes that improved rail infrastructure and mobility has to include more than just freight projects.  Public transportation can also be enhanced by making use of existing track and lines that may become available as rail traffic is moved out of the urban center.  
THEREFORE, we ask you to consider the following benefits in addressing funding for the Rail Relocation and Improvement Fund:

· Long term economic stability for local industry that play a crucial part in the State economy

· Increased efficiency for freight delivery

· Improved safety for our citizens and guests of the area

· Diminished traffic congestion caused by at grade rail crossings
· Emissions reductions from idling vehicles

· Possibility of creating new options for public transportation within existing rail lines
IN WITNESS THEREOF, we set our hands this day of August 16, 2006:
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