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Resolution Requesting Representation to the Freight Rail District 
WHEREAS, the Economic Alliance Houston Port Region is a non profit corporation which provides economic development services for 15 communities and 12 chamber of commerce organizations surrounding the Houston Ship Channel;

WHEREAS, the community leaders of the Economic Alliance Houston Port Region represent a jurisdictional area where nearly one million citizens live and work;

WHEREAS, national and global competition urgently requires our region to work collaboratively to build efficient rail transportation systems; especially focusing on the need to compete against similar industrial and port regions in California and Florida;
WHEREAS, the Economic Alliance Houston Port Region has encouraged the 80th Texas Legislature to find ways to designate state funds for the Texas Rail and Relocation and Improvement Fund to help entities such as the Gulf Coast Freight Rail District begin to take appropriate measures to address freight mobility, at grade rail crossings, and passenger rail improvement.
WHEREAS, our community leaders believe that a blue-ribbon board of the Freight Rail District with balance from business users of rail lines and community members impacted by rail lines will provide the expertise to find innovative, long-term solutions.   
WHEREAS, our community leaders believe that rail system efficiencies is a critical success factor for our  communities’ industrial and port economies for these reasons:

· The largest petrochemical complex in the country and tenth largest port in the world is geographically located within our industrial communities of southeast Harris County, 
· The long term economic stability for the petrochemical industry is especially critical to our industrial communities which rely upon jobs, taxation revenues, and procurement commerce; 
WHEREAS, our community leaders believe we have valuable expertise and perspectives which will be beneficial to the Gulf Coast Freight Rail District for these reasons:

· The Economic Alliance Houston Port Region was awarded a federal grant from the Small Business Administration in 2005 to fund an Industry Task Force charged with identifying innovative solutions to help address issues such as rail inefficiencies in industrial communities in Harris, Chambers, Galveston, and Brazoria county;
· This task force has studied, researched and built a partnering consensus between community and industry leaders that has produced preliminary data that may be utilized by the rail freight district relating to significant rail mobility problems encountered by the Houston Port Region communities and industry. 
WHEREAS, our community leaders realize that improved rail infrastructure and mobility has to include more than just freight projects.  We salute the creators of the Gulf Coast Freight Rail District, and believe they share a common goal to make our region a great place to live, work, learn and play as demonstrated by their vision to continuously improve efficiency in our rail systems  We also believe that the Gulf Coast Freight Rail District can help make the necessary improvements to rail infrastructure in the Greater Houston area that will help ensure the stability of local industry, as well as having other benefits to the local population such as:

· Enhancing public transportation by making use of existing track and lines that may become available as rail traffic is moved out of the urban center. 
· Improved safety, traffic flow and environment for our citizens and guests 

· Diminished traffic congestion caused by at grade rail crossings

· Protection of the environment by reducing emissions caused from idling vehicles at grade rail crossings
· Possibility of creating new options for public transportation within existing rail lines

WHEREAS, our community leaders recognize that in order to operate effectively, the district must limit leadership roles on the Gulf Coast Freight Rail District; and have therefore, through a consensus process between our community leaders and leaders of East Harris County Manufacturers Association (which represents more than 120 industrial and refining companies in the region) have identified one individual who is deemed by both groups to clearly understand community quality of life concerns and industrial logistics needs. As part of that effort: 

We would like to offer the nomination of Mr. Ron Beeson, Manager of Transportation for Lubrizol Corporation, to serve on the District Board.  
· Ron is an industry rail expert based in Deer Park with national responsibilities. 
· We will support this appointment with additional experts who can serve as ad-hoc members.  
· Mr. Beeson’s resume is attached; he is a Clear Lake citizen and intimately understands both the economic and quality of life issues as rail runs through our Harris County communities.  
· Mr. Beeson’s expertise will bring sound data and information to the policy making process of the Gulf Coast Freight Rail District for the betterment of all stakeholders.
THEREFORE, on this day of January 31, 2007, the leaders of the Economic Alliance Houston Port Region do respectfully request that the nomination of Mr. Ron Beeson be considered by your organization for the leadership structure of the Gulf Coast Freight Rail District.   
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Call 832-864-4020 for more information

_1235799237.pdf


a~1/






_1235799236.pdf





